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A   PROCLAMATION 

By  the  President  of 

The  Bicknell    Family  Association 


Greetings,  glad  and  free,  to  all  of  the  Bicknell  name 
or  blood.  I  bring  you  good  news  from  the  homelands 
of  New  England  and  of  Old  England;  and  as  England 
across  the  sea  is  our  motherland,  still,  I  will  tell  you 
some  most  interesting  matters  about  our  family  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Atlantic. 

OUR   ENGLISH    STOCK. 

We  all  knew  that  our  ancestors,  Zachary1  and  Agnes 
Bicknell  and  their  son  John2,  came  from  England  to  Bos- 
ton and  Weymouth,  Mass.,  in  1635,  and  that  almost  all 
the  Bicknells,  by  name  or  blood,  in  the  United  States 
trace  their  descent  from  John  Bicknell2,  of  Weymouth. 
But  we  all  have  been  asking,  "Who  was  Zachary's  father 
and  mother,  and  where  did  they  live  in  England  ?"  I 
have  been  trying  to  get  a  satisfactory  answer  to  that  ques- 
tion for  more  than  forty  years,  and  only  within  the  last 
two  weeks  have  I  been  able  to  ascertain  the  facts.  I  can 
say  that  we  have  bridged  the  Atlantic  in  our  family  life, 
and  now  that  we  are  safely  on  the  other  side,  we  may 
visit  the  old  Bicknell  home,  worship  in  the  old  family 
church,  rub  the  moss  from  the  ancestral  stones  in  the  old 
churchyard,  and  sit  under  the  protecting  shade  of  the  old 
family  tree  at  Barrington,  England. 


zachary's  parents. 
What  I  am  now  telling  you  is  from  a  letter  just 
received  from  Mr.  Alfred  J.  Monday,  a  genealogist  of 
Taunton,  England,  and  it  is  all  truth.  Take  your  map  of 
England  and  find,  on  the  southwest  coast,  the  seaport 
town  of  Weymouth.  About  forty  miles  from  there,  a 
little  west  of  north,  is  the  city  of  Taunton,  with  twenty 
thousand  people.  Near  Taunton,  on  the  south,  is  the 
parish  of  Barrington,  and  this  place  was  the  first  home 
of  Zachary  and  Agnes  Bicknell,  and  here  lived  and  died 
Zachary's  father  and  mother.  His  father's  name  was 
Zachary,  whom  we  will  now  call  Zach  the  First,  and 
his  mother  was  Joanna.  Zach  the  First  was  probably 
a  farmer,  a  tenant,  cultivating  the  land  of  some  large 
landholder.  His  will  tells  most  that  we  now  know  of 
him,  and  I  shall  satisfy  your  deep  family  interest  by 
printing  the  will,  verbatim,  as  I  received  it  from  Mr. 
Monday  about  March  the  4th. 


THE  ORIGIN  OF  THE  NAME  BICKNELL. 

The  family  name  is  the  tie  that  binds  multitudes  of 
men,  women  and  children  in  strong  and  loving  union.  A 
good  name  is  in  all  senses  better  than  great  riches.  The 
name  Bicknell,  as  spelled  by  Zachary  the  First,  is  a  strong 
name.  It  is  short,  easily  spoken,  has  no  useless  letters, 
and  can  not  be  confused  with  other  names.  It  has  dig- 
nity in  it.  It  can  stand  alone.  It  means  a  lot  more  than 
Smith,  or  Jones,  or  Brown,  or  Gray,  or  White.  The 
Bicknell  name  is  a  choice  parcel  of  letters  that  has  made 
its  possessors  a  clear,  strong,  distinct,  unique  race  of  men 
and  women. 

WHENCE   CAME   it? 

In  the  Anglo-Saxon  days  of  England,  manors,  or 
landed  estates,  owned  by  thanes  or  lords,  were  the  homes 
of  their  chiefs,  or  tenants  in  capite,  and  were  cultivated 
and  cared  for  by  the  villagers,  who  dwelt  near  the  man- 
sion or  manor  house.  These  manors  or  estates  were  re- 
corded in  what  are  known  as  Domesday  Books,  and  were 
written  in  the  Anglo-Saxon  tongue. 

There  was  a  particular  manor  in  Somerset  County, 
about  six  miles  from  Taunton,  containing  five  hides  of 
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land,  about  1,350  acres,  which  belonged  to  a  Saxon  thane, 
Aluric,  during  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Confessor,  born 
1004  A.  D.,  died  1066.  This  manor  was  called  Byken- 
hidle,  or  Beacon  Hill,  from  a  high  hill  on  the  land. 
In  1086  this  manor  was  held  by  William  de  L'Estra  of 
Robert,  Count  of  Mortain,  half  brother  of  William  the 
Conqueror.  Later  the  manor  of  Bykenhulle  was  vested 
in  the  Pavilly  family,  of  Pavilly,  near  Rouen,  France. 
In  1260  or  thereabouts  John  de  Pavilly  married  Johanne 
de  L'Estra,  and  about  the  same  time  changed  his  French 
name  Pavilly  for  the  English  or  Saxon  name  of  the 
manor  on  which  he  lived,  and  he  and  his  family  were 
known  as  Bykenhulles  thereafter.  So  we  have,  in  1260, 
John  de  Bykenhulle,  Johanne  de  Bykenhulle,  and  later, 
1327,  Walter  and  John  de  Bykenhulle.  This  is  one  of 
the  cases  where  a  surname  comes  from  a  place  name. 
The  Pavilly  name  is  an  honorable  one  in  Normandy.  In 
664  A.  D.  Amalbert  de  Pavilly  founded  a  monastery 
there.  John  de  Pavilly,  becoming  a  citizen  of  England, 
is  no  longer  "of  Pavilly,"  but  of  the  estate  of  Byken- 
hulle, and  so  signs  himself  John  de  Bykenhulle.  Later 
the  connecting  link  de  (of)  is  omitted  and  the  name  is 
written  John  Bykenhulle.  Our  informant  says  :  "Before 
the  end  of  the  thirteenth  century  I  know  of  no  mention 
of  Bykenhulle  except  to  denote  a  place,  but  after  that  it 
runs  also  as  a  surname,  concurrently  denoting  both  the 
manor  or  hamlet  and  the  people,  and  gradually  changing 
its  spelling." 

Manor.  Surname, 

Place  called  John  de  Pavilly. 

Bykenhulle,  1276,  or  John  de  Bykenhulle,  1304. 

Bickenhulle,  1316.  Bickernell,  1351. 

Bikenoll,  1368.  Bykenell,  1425. 

Bykenyll,  141 1.  Biconyll,  1443. 

Bikenhill,  1443.  Byconyll,  1451. 

Byconyll,  1475.  Biknell,  1523. 

Bycknell,  1523.  Bycknell,  1544. 

Bicknell,  1597.  Bicknell,  1587. 

It  will  be  understood  that  in  this  period  of  the  Middle 
English  the  y  and  i  were  interchangeable,  the  1  coming 
to  take  the  place  of  the  y,  and  vice  versa. 


It  is  a  long  journey  from  Pavilly,  in  Norman  France, 
across  the  channel,  through  Somerset  County,  England, 
across  the  Atlantic,  to  our  American  homes,  scattered 
between  our  eastern  and  western  oceans.  It  is  a  long 
stretch  of  time  from  1260,  when  Robert  de  Pavilly, 
through  his  son  John,  became  the  House  of  Bicknell,  to 
191 1,  the  year  of  the  birth  of  the  last  Bicknell  baby;  but 
it  will  be  our  pleasure  and  privilege  to  record,  for  our 
own  and  coming  generations  of  Bicknells,  the  interesting 
story  of  this  strong,  true,  noble  family  life,  which,  we 
trust,  will  grow  stronger,  purer,  truer,  nobler  because 
of  its  knowledge  of  its  origin  and  development  during  a 
period  of  seven  hundred  years,  through  the  intermingling 
currents  of  red  blood  over  twenty  generations  of  men 
and  women. 

Thomas  W.  Bicknexl, 
President  Bicknell  Family  Association. 


No.  54 

THE  WILL  OF  ZACHARIE  BICKNELL 

Barrington 

T 

Zacarie 

Bicknell 

In  the  name  of  God  Amen  the  XVth  day  of  Novem- 
ber in  the  yeare  of  our  Lorde  God  1620.  I  Zacharie 
Bicknell  of  Barrington  in  the  Countie  of  Somerset  within 
the  Dioces  of  Bathe  and  Welles  yeoma  beinge  (God  be 
thanked)  of  good  remembrance  doe  make  this  my  Tes- 
temente  coteyninge  therein  my  laste  wille  in  maner  & 
forme  ffollowinge  fhrst  I  comende  my  soule  into  hands 
of  god  my  Creator  &  Redeemer  and  my  bodie  to  be 
buried  in  Barrington  Church-yard  neere  to  my  ffathers 
grave  Item  I  give  to  Thomas  Bicknell  my  sonne  Xs 
Item  I  give  to  Zacharie  my  sonne  my  best  brasse 
potte  &  tweetie  pounds  in  monie  to  be  payed  unto  him 
within  one  yeare  next  after  my  Decease  Item  I  give  to 
Rebechae  Clarke  my  Daughter  Xs  Item  I  give  to  John 
Clarke  my  nephewe  XXs  to  be  payed  when  he  hath 
served  out  his  apprenticeshippe    Item    I  give  to  Margerie 


Clarke  my  neece  iiis  iiiid  Item  I  give  to  evrie  one  of 
my  childrens  children  that  shall  be  lyvinge  at  the  tyme 
of  my  death  xiid  a  peece  Item  I  give  to  John  Bicknell 
my  sonne  my  Cupborde  in  the  parler  my  furnace  pane 
&  table  borde  to  be  used  by  his  mother  duringe  her  life 
Item  I  give  to  the  sayde  John  my  wenuinge  tubs  with 
all  instruments  and  furniture  belonging  unto  them  Item 
I  give  to  the  sayde  John  Bicknell  and  Zacharie  Bick- 
nell my  sonnes  all  my  ploughshe  stuffs  to  be  equallie 
parted  betweene  them  But  my  will  is  that  my  wife  shall 
use  yt  that  all  as  longe  as  she  shall  lyve  If  either  of 
them  shall  happen  to  die  his  parte  shall  remain  to  the 
survivors  If  they  die  both  before  their  mother  she  is  to 
dispose  of  it  Item  I  give  to  my  daughter  Mellone  Xs 
my  best  brasse  pane  I  give  to  my  brother  Richarde  Bick- 
nell my  hand  mille  now  in  his  owne  possession  Item  I 
give  to  everie  one  of  my  godchildren  xiid  a  peece  and 
the  residue  of  all  my  goods  &  chattailes  (my  debts  and 
legacies  being  first  payed)  I  give  and  bequeathe  to  Johan 
Bicknell  my  wife  whom  I  doe  make  my  whole  executrix 
The  marke  of  Witness  hereof  are 

X  Wilton  Owsley  and 

Zacharie  Bicknell  John  Owsley 

(WO) 
Then  follows  a  Latin  dictum  relating  to  probating  the 
will,  dated  the  8th  of  June  or  January,  1621. 


It  will  be  noted  that  the  will  was  made  on  the  15th 
day  of  November,  1620,  the  very  day  on  which  the  first 
exploring  party  of  the  Mayflower,  under  Myles  Standish, 
left  the  ship  and  explored  the  sand  dunes  of  Cape  Cod. 
It  was  probated  on  the  8th  day  of  June,  1621,  so  that 
it  is  probable  that  our  English  great-grand  ancestor  died 
in  the  early  part  of  that  year. 

In  his  will  he  names  his  children,  as  follows : 

Thomas, 

Zacharie, 

Rebecca,  married  Clarke, 

John, 

Mellone. 


He  also  names  a  brother  John,  a  nephew  and  a  niece, 
and  refers  to  his  "children's  children."  His  wife  Johan 
(Joanna)  is  made  his  "whole  executrix." 

On  the  28th  of  December,  1621,  his  widow,  Joanna, 
made  her  will,  which  was  probated  at  Barrington  in 
1624,  the  same  persons  witnessing  both  wills.  Joanna 
makes  her  son,  Zachary,  our  ancestor  in  America,  the 
executor  of  her  will.  The  will  of  Avice  or  Avicia  Bick- 
nell  accompanies  the  other  two,  and  the  three  will  be 
printed  in  our  Bicknell  Family  Genealogy. 

This  intensely  interesting  story  of  the  family  name 
and  the  more  important  story  of  our  Norman-French 
origin  will  be  told  in  full  in  our  "Bicknell  Bible,"  the 
Family  Genealogy,  which  is  now  in  press. 

Meanwhile  we  hope  to  be  able  to  trace  the  family 
from  John  de  Pavilly,  alias  de  Bykenhulle  (Bicknell),  and 
Joanna  de  L/Estra,  his  wife,  of  1260  A.  D.,  to  Zachary 
Bicknell  and  Joanna,  his  wife,  of  Barrington,  England, 
1620  A.  D.,  whose  wills  will  be  spread  in  full  on  the 
pages  of  our  family  history.  Some  valuable  links  of  the 
chain  are  already  in  our  possession. 

One,  Rev.  William  Byconyll  (Bicknell),  son  of  John 
and  Jane  or  Joanna  Byconyll  (Bicknell),  a  man  of  talent 
and  high  standing,  a  canon  of  Wells  Cathedral  and  a 
chancellor,  died  November  4,  1448,  and  his  monument 
and  effigy  are  to  be  seen  in  the  Cathedral  at  Wells.  His 
will,  translated  from  Latin  by  A.  Sidney  Bicknell,  of 
England,  will  be  printed  in  our  Family  Genealogy,  as  will 
a  picture  of  the  monument  in  Wells  Cathedral. 


On  July  7,  1455,  "Johannes  Byknell"  (Bicknell)  was 
returned  to  Parliament  for  Shaftesbury,  and  in  1456-7 
John  Byconyll  (Bicknell)  served  the  office  of  escheator 
for  Devon  and  Cornwall,  the  counties  adjoining  and 
southwest  of  Somerset,  the  ancient  home  of  the  Bicknells. 


A  Sir  John  Biconyll  (Bicknell),  knight,  played  a 
prominent  part  in  the  history  of  Somerset  from  1470  to 
1500.  He  resided  at  South  Perot  Manor  House,  in  Dor- 
set. He  was  knighted  by  King  Henry  VII.,  between  the 
battle  of  Bosworth  and  the  King's  coronation.     He  was 


High  Sheriff  of   Somerset  and  Dorset  in  the  reign  of 
King  Edward  IV. 

The  will  of  his  wife,  Lady  Elizabeth  Byconyll  (Bick- 
nell), is  in  my  possession,  and  will  be  printed  in  the 
Family  History. 


In  a  parish  registry  near  Barrington  is  the  record  of 
marriage  of  Zacharias  Bicknell  and  Maria  Roswell,  April 
18,  1626. 


These  are  a  few  of  the  Bicknell  names  out  of  at  least 
two  hundred  that  I  have  that  show  that  our  family  had 
character,  ability  and  rank  in  the  English  line ;  a  good 
foundation  for  all  it  has  shown  and  achieved  in  America 
since  its  arrival  in  Zachary,  Agnes,  and  son,  John,  in 
1635.  Our  start  in  England  may  be  stated  as  follows : 
Robert  de  Pavilly,  m.,  1260,  Johanne,  dau.  of  William  de 

L'Estra,  from  whom  came 
John  de  Pavilly  (Bykenhulle),  Lord  of  Bykenhulle  (Bick- 
nell) Manor,  1281,  from  whom  came 
Dr.  William  Biconyll  (Bicknell),  Chancellor  of  Canter- 
bury, d.  1448; 
Hon.  John  Bicknell,  M.P.  for  Shaftesbury,  1455  >' 
Hon.  John  Bicknell,  escheator,  1456-7 ; 
Sir  John  Bicknell,  Kt,  M.P.  for  Somerset  and  Dorset, 

d.  1502;  no  issue; 
Zacharie  and  Joanne  Bicknell,  Barrington,  d.  1620-24; 
Zachary  and  Agnes  and  John  Bicknell,  Weymouth,  Mass., 
i635- 


BICKNELL  FAMILY  ASSOCIATION. 

Our  Boston  Reunion,  February  22.  191 1. 

A  glad  company  of  men,  women,  children,  and  one 
baby  of  the  Bicknell  stock  met  at  Hotel  Essex ;  glad  that 
they  were  Bicknells ;  glad  that  the  day  was  so  bright, 
and  glad  that  they  could  greet,  with  Bicknell  warmth  and 
cordiality,  threescore  and  ten  of  this  grand  clan.  Greet- 
ings and  introductions  over  in  the  hotel  parlors,  all  gath- 
ered in  the  dining  hall  for  a  generous  fare,  with  gratitude 
for  a  family  life  of  such  strength,  purity  and  grace. 


Assembled  again  in  the  parlors,  a  Bicknell  welcome 
was  given  by  Thomas  W.  Bicknell,  of  Providence,  R.  I., 
who  has  presided  over  the  Bicknell  Family  Association 
since  its  formation  in  1879.  He  referred  joyfully  to  the 
growth  of  family  loyalty,  the  increasing  strength  of 
family  ties,  and  sorrowfully,  by  necessity,  to  the  many 
vacant  chairs  at  the  Bicknell  family  board. 

Our  Chaplain,  Rev.  George  W.  Bicknell,  D.D.,  of 
Cambridge,  Mass.,  voiced  in  prayer  the  grateful  thanks 
of  the  assembly,  pledged  fealty,  and  sought  continued 
Divine  guidance. 

President  Bicknell  then  read  letters  received  from 
distant  Bicknells. 


George  A.  Bicknell,  Esq.,  a  merchant  of  New  York 
City,  deeply  interested  in  our  family  and  its  history, 
hoped  to  come  to  Boston.  Mr.  Bicknell  is,  by  a  singular 
coincidence,  associated  in  business  with  Mr.  Kitching,  a 
possible  descendant  of  the  Kitchin  folk,  who  came  to 
America  with  our  family  in  1635 : 

Your  interesting  circular  of  the  coming  meeting  was 
received  on  the  4th  inst.,  and  I  have  delayed  answering 
in  hopes  that  I  would  be  able  to  come  on.  I  find,  how- 
ever, that  it  will  be  utterly  impossible  for  me  to  attend, 
which  I  regret  exceedingly.  I  had  the  great  pleasure  of 
attending  the  meeting  held  in  1880,  and  I  have  a  distinct 
recollection  of  the  enjoyable  occasion.  Inclosed  is  check 
for  thirty-five  ($35)  dollars,  being  payment  in  advance 
for  one  copy  each  of  the  Colonial  Edition  and  Family 
Edition.  May  they  be  ready  soon.  I  hope  there  will  be 
published  a  record  of  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting  to 
be  held  on  the  226.,  the  same  as  there  was  last  time.  If 
so,  I  shall  be  glad  to  subscribe  for  several  copies. 
Yours  truly, 

George  A.  Bicknell. 


Cincinnati,  O.,  February  18,  191 1. 

Thomas  W .  Bicknell,  President  Bicknell  Family  Asso- 
ciation; to  you  and  all  the  family  name  and  blood  zvho 
may  meet  at  Boston  February  22,  rgii — Greeting: 

Blood  is  thicker  than  water,  and  it  warms  my  heart 
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through  and  through  to  read  your  stirring  appeal  to  all 
the  Bicknell  tribe  to  gather  on  February  22d.  While,  in 
the  nature  of  things,  you  are  looking  for  a  much  larger 
percentage  of  attendance  from  the  near-by  sections  of 
New  England,  yet  let  me  remind  you  that  there  is  a  very 
respectable  contingent  of  the  family  scattered  over  the 
great  West,  and  of  these  your  humble  servant  (of  the 
ninth  generation  from  the  honored  progenitor  Zachary) 
is  one.  Furthermore,  be  it  known  that  if  circumstances 
did  not  virtually  prohibit  my  joining  your  festal  gather- 
ing, none  would  more  joyfully  accept  the  invitation  to  be 
present  corporeally,  as  I  certainly  shall  be  in  thought  and 
spirit. 

May  the  meeting  prove  providentially  happy,  harmo- 
nious, and  helpful  both  to  those  who  attend  and  also  to 
those  who,  like  myself,  must  be  content  with  the  "crumbs 
of  comfort"  as  set  forth  in  the  Secretary's  report. 

I  am  confident  that  your  meeting  is  destined  to  be  the 
greatest  and  most  fruitful  of  results  of  any  in  the  history 
of  the  Association.  I  extend  to  all  the  hand  of  hearty 
fellowship  and  fraternal  greeting,  with  a  God  bless  you 
one  and  all.  I  shall  anxiously  await  such  account  of  the 
meeting  and  proceedings  as  you  are  able  to  send  me. 

Subjoined  I  send  a  few  verses,  which  my  senior  part- 
ner hands  me.    He  says  my  enthusiasm  is  contagious  and 
he  couldn't  help  it,  but  is  prepared  to  be  forgiven. 
Sincerely, 

WILLIAM    N.    BlCKNELE.9 


THE   BICKNELL   REUNION. 

The  Bicknells  are  gathering 

From  far  and  from  near, 
In  happy  reunion 

And  wealth  of  good  cheer. 
We're  all  of  one  blood 

And  proud  of  the  name ; 
The  unblemished  record 

Sets  all  hearts  aflame. 

The  Bicknells  are  coming, 
Oh,  shout  the  glad  song 


Till  echoes  resounding 

Shall  the  music  prolong; 
Till  the  clans  of  the  East 

Shall  be  heard  in  the  West 
With  a  rallying  cry 

For  the  tie  that  is  blest. 

'Old- fashioned,"  "new-fashioned," 

We  all  shall  agree 
'Twas  a  blessed  reunion 

Of  the  family  tree — 
Renewing  allegiance 

And  gaining  new  ties — 
A  blessed  communion 

Forever  to  prize. 

Then  hail  to  the  name 

With  the  beautiful  crest, 
And  hail  to  our  fathers, 

Who  put  it  to  test. 
United  we  stand 

In  the  strength  of  our  love, 
United  on  earth, 

United  above.  s.  c.  h. 


Mr.  George  Edward  Bicknell,  of  Lowell,  Mass. 
("Ned"),  son  of  Rev.  George  W.  Bicknell,  sent  his  best 
wishes  and  big  regrets  at  his  absence,  and  closed  with  the 
following  sentiment : 

Fill  your  glasses  to  the  brim, 

Drink  with  a  relish,  drink  with  a  vim ; 

Drink  to  the  Bicknells,  one  and  all — 

The  lean,  the  fat,  the  short,  the  tall, 

For  soon  you  all  will  get  together — 

Many  kinds,  but  all  of  a  feather. 

Don't  forget  those  that  are  absent, 

Those  gone  before,  those  of  the  present; 

Though  absent  in  flesh,  they  are  with  you  in  spirit, 

And  revere  the  family  too  much  to  queer  it. 

So  hurrah  for  Zachary  and  all  his  kin, 

Noted  by  action,  word  and  pen. 
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To  come  to  conclusion  and  end  our  toast, 
Give  a  bumper  to  this  much-deserved  boast: 
There  are  few  equals,  but  none  that  are  better, 
For  the  whole  world  to  the  Bicknells  is  debtor. 
So  live  long  and  prosper,  enjoy  life  well, 
Is  the  sentence  deserved  by  every  Bicknell. 

Ned  suggested  aqua  pur  a  as  the  accompaniment. 


Hon.  Charles  F.  Bicknell,  formerly  of  Carson  City, 
Nev.,  sent  the  following  cordial  letter  from  his  present 
home  in  Los  Angeles,  Cal.  Mr.  Bicknell  is  the  brother 
of  Rev.  George  W.  Bicknell,  D.D.,  of  Cambridge,  and 
was  born  in  Maine. 

He  writes: 

Los  Angeles,  Cm,.,  February  16,  191 1. 
To  the  Bicknell  Family  Reunion — Greeting: 

The  small  minority  of  the  Bicknell  family  in  Los 
Angeles,  Cal.,  sends  hearty  and  sincere  greetings  to  the 
great  majority  in  Boston,  Mass.,  on  this  day  of  reunion. 

An  absence  of  fifty  years  from  the  scenes  of  my  boy- 
hood has  not  diminished  the  affection  and  respect  I  have 
for  my  kinsmen  and  "Down  East."  I  sincerely  hope  this 
family  gathering  will  be  such  as  to  be  long  remembered 
by  those  whose  good  fortune  it  is  to  be  present. 

I  would  dearly  love  to  be  with  you  and  participate  in 
your  festivities ;  just  consider  me  present  in  spirit  if  not 
in  person. 

Wishing  you  all  happiness  and  prosperity  and  a  pleas- 
ant time,  believe  me, 

Faithfully  yours, 

Charles  F.  Bicknell. 


Hon.  Curtis  Guild,  Jr.,  ex-Governor  of  Massachusetts, 
a  friend  of  the  family,  was  invited.  His  courteous  reply 
follows : 

Boston,  Mass.,  February  20,  191 1. 
Dear  Brother  Bicknell: 

I  regret  extremely  that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to 
attend  your  reunion  on  February  22d.  I  hope  I  under- 
stand from  your  kind  invitation  that,  by  some  genealog- 
ical tie  unknown  to  me,  I  am  connected  with  so  distin- 


guished  a  family.  The  reunions  of  these  old  New  Eng- 
land families  should  prove  an  inspiration  to  all  of  us  to 
do  our  share  in  the  struggles  of  our  own  days,  as  our 
ancestors  did  in  theirs. 

With  warm  regard  and  all  good  wishes,  believe  me, 
Faithfully  yours, 

Curtis  Guild,  Jr. 


ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS  FOR  191 1. 

After  si?igi?ig  by  a  select  choir  of  Bic knells,  the  Asso- 
ciation elected  officers. 

OFFICERS,  191 1. 

President — Thomas  W.  Bicknell,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Hon.  Vice-President — A.  Sidney  Bicknell,  Barcombe, 
England. 

Vice-Presidents — Hon.  Francis  A.  Bicknell,  State 
House,  Boston,  Mass. ;  Hon.  Warren  Bicknell,  Cleveland, 
O. ;  John  W.  Thomas,  Esq.,  North  Weymouth,  Mass. ; 
Rear  Admiral  George  A.  Bicknell,  U.S.N.,  New  Albany, 
Ind. ;  Ellis  B.  Noyes,  Esq.,  Portsmouth,  Va. ;  Rev.  John 
Bicknell,  Mansfield,  Mass. ;  William  A.  Viall,  Providence, 
R.  I. ;  A.  Ingham  Bicknell,  Esq.,  Boston,  Mass. ;  Ernest 
D.  Bicknell,  National  Division  American  Red  Cross, 
Washington,  D.  C. ;  Dr.  Seymour  B.  Young,  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah ;  Hon.  Charles  F.  Bicknell,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. ; 
Hon.  George  E.  Bicknell,  Meriden,  Conn. ;  George  A. 
Bicknell,  Esq.,  New  York,  N.  Y. ;  Charles  Bicknell,  Esq., 
St.  Paul,  Minn. ;  Rev.  Eleanor  B.  Forbes,  Gray,  Me. ; 
Mrs.  Frank  A.  Fowler,  Chicago,  111. ;  Mrs.  Charles  Har- 
rington, East  Weymouth,  Mass. ;  F.  B.  Seabury,  Esq., 
North  Weymouth,  Mass.;  Dana  E.  Bicknell,  Oak  Park, 
111.;  Mrs.  L.  M.  Hopkins,  Fort  Atkinson,  Wis.;  Mrs. 
Emeline  L.  Bicknell,  Pomeroy,  O. ;  John  R.  Bicknell, 
North  Madison,  Me. ;  George  H.  Lincoln,  Esq.,  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.;  William  N.  Bicknell,  Cincinnati,  O.,  Frank 
A.  Bates  South Braintree,  Mass.;  with  others  to  be  added 
of  names  from  intermarriages  with  Bicknells. 

Recording  Secretary — Harry  V.  Bicknell,  Waltham, 
Massachusetts. 

Corresponding  Secretary  —  Miss  Margaret  Maude 
Bicknell,  No.  428  Newbury  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 
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Treasurer — Benj.  H.  Bicknell,  104  Warren  Street, 
Brighton,  Mass. 

Historian — Hon.  Ellery  Bicknell  Crane,  Worcester, 
Massachusetts. 

Chaplain  —  Rev.  George  W.  Bicknell,  D.D.,  Cam- 
bridge, Mass. 

EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE. 

President,  Secretaries,  Treasurer,  Historian  and 
Chaplain,  and  Joseph  L.  Bicknell,  Esq.,  of  Maiden,  Mass. ; 
Joseph  L.  Newton,  Esq.,  Winthrop,  Mass. ;  Dr.  Charles 
V.  Chapin,  Providence,  R.  I. ;  Dr.  Emma  B.  Culbertson, 
33  Newbury  Street,  Boston,  Mass. ;  Edmund  Bicknell, 
Esq.,  Lawrence,  Mass. 


President  Bicknell  then  gave  his  address,  as  follows: 

SOME   CHARACTERISTICS   OF 

THE  BICKNELL  FAMILY. 
By  Thomas  W.  Bickneel,  President  B.  F.  A. 

The  family  is  the  unit  of  society.  The  Bicknell  family, 
as  a  whole,  has  been  a  singular  unity  of  social  units. 
Since  the  year  1635,  when  Zachary  Bicknell,  his  wife 
Agnes  or  Annie,  his  son  John,  and  their  so-called  servant, 
John  Kitchin,  left  their  ancestral  home,  near  Taunton, 
Somersetshire,  England,  and  found  in  Weymouth,  in  the 
old  colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  a  most  fortunate  place 
for  making  a  home  and  founding  a  family,  the  men  and 
women  of  the  Bicknell  type  and  blood  have  illustrated 
some  of  the  most  singular  and  interesting  traits  of  indi- 
vidual and  social  life.     Let  me  state  some  of  them. 

First  —  A  remarkable  fidelity  to  home,  children,  and 
the  marriage  bond.  I  have  studied  the  family  for  more 
than  half  a  century,  and  have  known  a  multitude  of  fam- 
ilies of  the  name  and  blood,  but  we  have  no  knowledge 
of  a  single  divorce,  either  in  the  memories  of  persons 
now  living  or  in  the  records  of  the  past,  from  Zachary 
and  Agnes  to  the  families  now  located  in  forty-seven 
states  and  territories.     Match  that,  what  family  can? 

Second  —  The  family  has  held  its  rank  in  the  great 
middle  class  of  American  society.  "  Give  me  neither  pov- 
erty nor  riches"  seems  to  have  been  the  prayer  from 
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people  that  has  been  almost  universally  answered  by  a 
beneficent  Providence.  I  know  of  no  Bicknell  of  great 
wealth  in  America,  nor  have  I  ever  heard  of  one  in  an 
alms  house. 

Third  —  Temperance  has  been  the  almost  universal 
law  of  the  family.  The  Bicknells  of  America  have  always 
sat  at  well-filled  tables  with  abounding  appetites,  but  have 
seldom  used  alcoholic  stimulants  or  tobacco  to  excess. 
In  the  early  day,  rum  and  tobacco  were  in  common  use 
among  men,  and  snuff  was  used  by  men  and  women  of 
all  classes,  including  the  clergy  and  their  wives.  The 
sideboard  in  the  New  England  home  and  parsonage,  with 
a  supply  of  liquors,  was  a  social  necessity  of  the  eight- 
eenth century.  The  sideboards  remain  as  heirlooms;  the 
spirits  that  inhabited  them  fled  in  the  early  days  of  the 
nineteenth  century  to  that  bourne  whence  there  is  no 
return. 

Fourth  —  So  far  as  the  knowledge  and  records  of  our 
family  go,  no  one  of  the  Bicknell  name  or  blood  has  been 
found  guilty  of  a  criminal  offense  or  been  behind  prison 
bars  for  crime.  Our  family  tree  has  no  hangman's  or 
suicide's  ropes  dangling  from  a  single  branch.  It  goes 
without  the  saying  that  we  are  a  law-loving,  law-obeying 
family. 

Again,  Christian  ideals  have  been  the  standards  of 
individual  and  family  life.  Our  first  ancestors  in  Amer- 
ica were  members  of  the  New  England  Congregational 
Church.  Since  that  early  day  the  church  and  home  have 
been  close  allies  in  the  making  of  good  lives,  and  this 
union  is  still  very  strong.  The  Christian  Church  is  still 
held  in  high  honor  among  us.  Many  are  now  devoted 
Methodists ;  many  are  ardent  Baptists ;  others  are  broad- 
gauge  Universalists ;  some  are  Episcopalians ;  some  Uni- 
tarians. All  are  true  to  the  doctrine  of  soul  liberty  and 
the  persuasions  of  a  liberal  brotherhood  in  the  bonds  of 
faith. 

The  old  family  Bible,  brought  to  America  in  1635  by 
Zachary  and  Agnes,  is  still  an  heirloom  in  the  family  of 
John,  of  West  Paris,  Me.,  and  on  its  sacred  pages  we  can 
all  place  our  hands,  pledging  allegiance  to  its  eternal 
truths  and  obedience  to  its  sublime  teachings. 
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Once  again :  The  Bicknells  do  not  believe  in  race 
suicide.  They  do  believe  that  the  Bicknell  blood  is  red, 
and  that  Bicknell  children  are  worth  raising.  For  some 
reason  beyond  our  ken  the  old  New  England  families  are 
dying  out  in  the  home  towns,  for  which,  God  pity  and 
help  us.  One  thing  is  true,  however,  that  the  Bicknells 
are  not  monstrous  murderers  of  unborn  babies.  Miscon- 
ception is  not  a  crime,  but  it  is  an  awful  loss  and  waste 
of  the  eternal  forces  of  life.  And  we  may  pray  that  Bick- 
nell virility  and  fertility  may  be  restored  by  a  good  under- 
standing and  a  wise  application  of  the  laws  of  human 
production. 

Zachariah  (5)  had 7  children  (m.  1752) 

David  (5)  had 10  (two  wives) 

Lemuel  (5)  had 9        " 

Benjamin  (5)  had 9 

Ebenezer  (5)  had 4 

Joseph  (5)  had 8 

Nathaniel  (5)  had 10        " 

John  (5)  had 4        " 

Nathan  (5)  had 7 

Peter  (5)  had 8 

Asa  (5)  had 9 

(11)  8[       " 

Children  of  sixth  generation, — 7  8-1 1  children  to  each  family. 

Laban  Porter  (7)  had 10  children  (m.  1806) 

Polly  dishing  Tirrell  (7)  had.  8 
Betsey  Cushing  Nash  (7)  had .  12 

Jesse  Bates  (7)  had 5 

Stephen  Burrill  (7)  had ....   6 

Rebecca  White  (7)  had 4 

Jesse  (7.B)  had 8 

Molly  Cleverly  (7)  had 7 

Luther  Pratt  (7)  had 7 

Abigail  Thomas  (7)  had.  ...  10 
Rebecca  French  (7)  had.  ...  5 
Joseph  Humphrey  (7)  had.  .   6 

(12)  88 

Children  in  eighth  generation,  7  4-12  children  to  each  family. 
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And  once  again :  Our  family  is  normally  tenacious 
of  life,  and  gravitates  toward  a  green  old  age ;  and  by  "a 
green  old  age"  I  mean  years  that  are  serene,  philosoph- 
ical, unwearisome,  happy.  If  we  cannot  vie  with  the 
foreign-born  families  in  numbers  and  quantity,  we  may 
be  able  to  balance  our  accounts  in  quality  and  in  length 
of  life.  We  are  coming  to  understand  that  human  life 
is  worth  conserving  as  much  as  forests,  or  coal,  or  cattle. 
In  Massachusetts  the  average  age'  of  human  life  has  just 
reached  forty-five  years.  The  Bicknells  long  ago  beat 
that  mark,  and  in  many  cases  have  neared  the  century 
line.  Seven  sons  and  daughters  of  my  grandfather's 
family  reached  the  average  of  over  eighty-three  years ; 
one,  my  uncle,  James  Bicknell,  living  to  be  ninety-six. 
I  commend  the  life-saving  principle  to  all  living  of  the 
Bicknell  stock.  John,  the  third,  saw  eighty-three  good 
years.     May  you,  one  and  all. 

Home  making,  family  raising  and  honest  living  are 
the  chief  business  of  the  Bicknell  stock.  Our  wealth 
is  in  our  soul-worth.  We  worship  at  the  altar  of  Char- 
acter, not  that  of  Gold,  where  the  Imps  of  Poverty  never 
molest  nor  make  afraid.  If  you  see  men  and  women, 
tall,  erect,  good  foreheads,  square  chins,  aquiline  noses, 
blue  eyes,  intelligent  faces,  well  dressed,  without  show  or 
parade,  walk  along  a  street  and  look  five  policemen  in  the 
face  without  blinking,  be  sure  such  are  fit  to  be  of  the 
Bicknells.  Such  are  all  those  of  dear  old  Weymouth,  our 
mother  town;  of  Braintree,  and  Abington,  and  Hingham, 
and  Boston,  and  Cambridge,  and  Haverhill,  and  Maine, 
and  Vermont,  and  Rhode  Island,  and  New  York,  and 
Ohio,  and  all  over.  The  only  pity  is  that  the  good  God, 
in  his  early  creative  work  in  clay  modeling,  did  not  begin 
with  the  Bicknells ;  then  Adam's  fall  could  not  have  hap- 
pened, and  such  multitudes  would  have  escaped  the  ortho- 
dox inferno  into  which  A-damned  race  has  been  plunged 
for  all  eternity. 

Greatness  and  goodness  are  synonyms,  but  the  world 
is  slow  to  believe  it.  Yet  Hon.  Francis  A.  Bicknell,  of 
North  Weymouth,  is  State  Commissioner  of  Pensions 
and  Pension  Claims  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts. Albion  H.  Bicknell,  of  Maiden,  has  won  an  artist's 
fame  by  creating  a  limited  immortality  for  other  men. 

16 


Rev.  George  W.  Bicknell,  D.D.,  of  Cambridge,  our  Chap- 
lain, has  won  the  greatest  prize  of  life,  the  hearts  of  a 
great  multitude  of  men  and  women,  who  worship  at  the 
shrine  of  truth,  of  eloquence,  and  of  brave  deeds.  Miss 
Emma  B.  Culbertson,  of  Boston,  bears  an  excellent  name 
among  those  who  minister  to  the  bewildering  ailments 
of  our  physical  natures.  Rev.  John  Bicknell,  a  son  of 
the  Luke  of  Western  Massachusetts,  whose  opinions  and 
character  made  him  a  sound  pillar  in  Church  and  State, 
serves  his  day  in  the  ministries  of  the  Spirit  of  Life.  Rev. 
Miss  Eleanor  B.  Forbes,  who  cloaks  her  Bicknell  soul  in 
the  garb  of  another  family,  dispenses  the  Living  Bread 
and  Water  of  Life  to  hungry  and  thirsty  souls  in  her  own 
homeland  of  Maine.  Dr.  Charles  V.  Chapin,  of  Provi- 
dence, superintends  the  great  concerns  of  health  in  that 
city,  and  his  abilities  and  studies  have  placed  him  in  the 
front  rank  of  American  medical  authorities.  His  honored 
father  was  the  able  Commissioner  of  Public  Schools  for 
Rhode  Island,  whom  it  was  my  honor  to  succeed  from 
1869  to  1875.  Ellery  Bicknell  Crane,  Secretary  of  the 
Worcester  Society  of  Antiquities,  is  one  of  the  most  accu- 
rate historians  and  genealogists  of  New  England.  His 
published  works  are  his  monument.  We  have  an  Hon. 
George  E.  in  Meriden,  Conn.,  who  is  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Banking  in  the  Connecticut  Legislature. 
As  he  is  a  plumber,  and  of  the  Maine  stock,  we  can  well 
understand  his  ability  to  straighten  the  finances  of  the 
Nutmeg  State.  In  New  York  City  and  State  we  have 
a  score  of  successful  business  men,  most  of  whom  are 
of  the  Thomas  and  George  Augustus  line  —  the  source  of 
virile  Bicknell  stock.  Our  Christian  Scientists  have  an 
eminent  and  eloquent  advocate  in  Dr.  Bicknell  Young,  of 
Utah  and  New  York.  Ernest  P.  Bicknell,  formerly  of 
Chicago,  is  now  Director  General  of  the  American  Red 
Cross  Society  at  Washington,  D.  C.  Hon.  Charles  Q. 
Tirrell,  of  Natick,  Mass.,  represented  our  family  and  his 
constituents  in  the  National  Congress  until  July  31,  1910, 
when  he  left  a  vacant  chair  in  our  company  — 
"That  friend  of  mine,  who  lives  in  God." 
In  the  matter  of  naval  protection  for  family  and  na- 
tion, we  may  be  sure  of  protection  under  the  flag  of  Rear 
Admiral  George  Augustus  Bicknell,  U.S.N.,  son  of  the 
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Hon.  Judge  George  Augustus  Bicknell,  our  orator  of 
1880.  These  are  but  a  few  of  our  family  jewels.  They 
shine  in  the  light  of  the  Bicknell  fireside,  at  which  purity, 
temperance,  industry,  honesty,  frugality,  and  piety  have 
been  the  constant  ministers. 


OTHER   ADDRESSES. 

Our  honored  Chaplain,  Rev.  George  W.  Bicknell,  D.D., 
made  a  brief  but  compact  and  model  address,  as  follows : 

"  I  have  been  asked  to  say  a  word  on  the  '  Bicknell 
Standing  and  Name.'  Whatever  any  people  may  possess, 
there  is  nothing  so  rich,  grand  and  blessed  as  a  good 
name.     And  such,  I  believe,  the  Bicknells  can  claim. 

"If  there  are  any  shadows,  they  do  not  obscure  the 
name ;  for,  as  a  whole,  it  reflects  richness  in  integrity, 
grandeur  in  manhood,  grace  in  womanhood,  and  blessed- 
ness in  its  influence  on  association  and  environment. 

"  Go  into  the  average  Bicknell  home,  and  you  will  find 
harmony,  loyalty,  faithfulness  and  love. 

"You  will  find  a  religious  and  spiritual  atmosphere, 
which  inspires  heart  and  soul,  even  if  there  is  not  great 
manifestation. 

"You  will  find  going  out  from  those  homes,  industry 
in  business,  honesty  in  deal,  and  lives  commanding  the 
respect  of  communities. 

"Quiet  and  unostentatious  living,  not  extreme  in  any 
way;  temperate,  believing  that  the  temple  of  one's  being 
should  be  zealously  cared  for,  knowing  that  the  Divine 
Spirit  dwells,  or  should  dwell,  within,  long  length  of 
days,  generally  speaking,  is  one  of  the. physical  blessings 
given  to  the  Bicknell  family.  Many  have  passed  the  four- 
score mile  post  before  ending  the  pleasant  journey  of 
earth  life.  What  an  opportunity  for  unfolding  has  thus 
been  afforded  as  preparatory  to  the  higher  activities! 

"We  reverence  the  memory  of  the  Bicknells  passed 
on.  If  'to  die  is  gain,'  as  St.  Paul  affirmed,  they  have 
seen  the  solution  to  that  which  is  so  glorious  to  our  faith. 
Honored  in  life  and  honoring  life,  our  gaze  penetrates 
the  misty  veil,  and  we  see  them,  not  dead,  living,  God's 
children,  unfolding  the  nobler  characteristics  of  their  na- 
tures ;  and  yet  may  we  not  feel  they  have  an  interest  in 
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us  —  may  gather  there  to  plan  a  welcome  for  us  when  the 
angel  shall  lead  us  through  the  gloom  to  the  summerland 
of  immortality?" 


Rev.  John  Bicknell,  son  of  Luke  E.  Bicknell,  of  West 
Cummington,  Mass.,  and  pastor  of  the  Congregational 
Church  at  Mansfield,  Mass.,  was  introduced  by  President 
Bicknell  as  a  representative  of  the  best  type  of  American 
Bicknells ;  physically,  tall,  medium,  healthy ;  mentally,  vig- 
orous, strong,  clear;  morally,  true,  firm,  sincere.  Spring- 
ing from  such  a  splendid  parentage  as  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Luke 
E.  Bicknell,  he  could  not  be  other  than  he  is. 

Mr.  Bicknell  said: 
Mr.  President  and  Fellozv  Bicknells: 

I  speak  to-day  as  the  substitute  for  my  brother, 
your  Treasurer-elect,  who  has  been  making  his  speech  by 
proudly  displaying  the  youngest  Bicknell  present.  If  I 
can  make  myself  heard  in  the  thunder  of  his  eloquence, 
let  me  say  that  I  am  very  glad  of  this  opportunity  to 
speak  a  few  words,  if  for  nothing  more  than  to  thank 
our  President  for  his  kind  words  about  my  father.  It 
is  well  worth  the  trip  here  to  know  that  he  was  held  in 
the  same  high  esteem  outside  our  immediate  family  as 
within  it. 

We  seven  of  the  colony  of  Luke  E.  had  impressed 
upon  us  the  greatness  of  the  Bicknell  family,  especially 
that  portion  of  it  with  which  we  were  least  acquainted, 
the  Weymouth-Boston  branch.  Echoes  of  family  re- 
unions floated  out  to  that  Hampshire  valley  and  aroused 
the  pride  of  lineage.  We  resolved  our  family  should  not 
blot  the  escutcheon,  and  it  has  succeeded  at  least  in  not 
spoiling  the  prison  record.  We  have  been  as  successful 
as  the  rest  of  our  tribe  in  keeping  out  of  jail.  We  have 
been  helped  in  this  by  the  fact  that  others  of  the  name 
have  not  so  lived  as  to  make  the  world  suspicious  of  one 
bearing  it.  My  general  experience  may  be  illustrated  by 
an  incident  in  the  city  of  Buffalo,  something  over  a  year 
ago.  I  was  visiting  the  Charities  Organization,  and,  ex- 
pecting to  find  a  friend  there,  was  looking  about  inde- 
pendently. No  one  paid  any  attention  to  me  other  than 
to  cast  a  suspicious  glance  my  way  until  I  finally  went 
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up  to  one  and  told  him  I  was  Mr.  Bicknell.  The  change 
was  very  marked  and  every  attention  was  paid  me.  As 
I  was  beginning  to  wonder  at  the  power  of  a  name  it 
dawned  upon  me  that  they  must  have  taken  me  for 
Ernest  P.  Bicknell,  who  has  been  so  highly  honored  for 
his  services  in  the  Red  Cross,  and  is  well  known  —  with 
the  emphasis  on  both  words  —  among  all  who  are  in  the 
work  of  helping  their  fellow  men. 

Our  name  has  appeared  but  little  more  frequently  on 
the  roll  of  ministers  than  on  the  roll  of  statesmen,  and  yet 
the  virtues  for  which  the  family  has  to-day  been  lauded 
should  fit  for  the  ministry.  It  is  a  place  for  sincerity  in 
thought  and  expression.  In  spite  of  all  the  talk  about  a 
"muzzled  pulpit,"  no  one  in  the  pulpit  can  expect  to  be 
listened  to  or  even  tolerated  if  he  fails  to  speak  his  honest 
convictions.  The  practice  of  such  sincerity,  whether  in 
pulpit  or  pew,  in  market  or  at  the  bar,  must  keep  our 
family  name  untarnished.  It  will,  however,  do  more. 
The  genius  of  Aladdin's  lamp,  so  we  are  told  in  the 
Arabian  Nights'  Tales,  built  a  palace  with  twenty-four 
windows,  all  but  one  set  in  frames  of  precious  stones. 
This  one  window  was  left  for  the  Sultan,  to  whom  the 
palace  was  a  present,  to  finish.  He  labored  long,  only 
to  abandon  the  task  as  hopeless  when  his  treasure  was 
exhausted.  The  genius  of  our  name  has  built  a  palace 
of  which  we  are  proud.  This  palace  is,  however,  incom- 
plete; each  generation  has  a  window  to  build,  and  may, 
if  sincere,  though  its  ability  be  only  of  the  two-talent 
order,  build  so  well  as  to  show  forth  more  of  the  ideal 
plan  of  our  architect-genius.  We  may  even  increase  the 
world's  respect  for  the  name. 


Of  the  family  of  Rev.  George  W.,  A.  Ingham  Bick- 
nell, Esq.,  6  Beacon  Street,  Boston,  a  promising  limb  of 
the  law,  was  called  on  to  say  a  word  on  "The  Bicknells 
in  Professional  Life."  After  a  capital  hit  at  his  "dad," 
who  sat  near,  he  said  in  part: 

"  I  have  been  asked  to  say  just  a  word  about  the  Bick- 
nells in  professional  life.  While  the  President  has  really 
covered  this  matter  in  his  most  instructive  address,  yet, 
perhaps,  it  is  worth  while  calling  attention  to  the  follow- 
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ing  salient  facts.  Quite  a  number  of  Bicknells  have 
entered  the  legal  profession,  and  some  of  them  have  ac- 
quired considerable  prominence.  Judge  Bicknell,  of  Iowa, 
up  to  the  time  of  his  death  was  one  of  the  best  known 
members  of  the  bar  in  that  State.  At  the  present  time 
Judge  Bicknell,  of  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  is  one  of  the  better 
known  and  most  highly  respected  lawyers  on  the  Pacific 
Coast.  I  believe  that  I  am  the  only  member  of  our  family 
who  is  practicing  here  in  this  Commonwealth  at  the  pres- 
ent time.    At  least  I  am  the  only  one  in  Greater  Boston. 

"Quite  a  number  of  our  family  have  entered  the  med- 
ical profession,  although  Dr.  R.  E.  Bicknell,  of  Swamp- 
scott,  Mass.,  and  Dr.  Emma  V.  P.  Bicknell  Culbertson, 
of  Boston,  are  the  only  physicians  bearing  our  name  in 
this  immediate  section. 

"Education  from  time  to  time  has  also  claimed  a 
goodly  number  of  our  family,  particularly  in  Maine. 
William  Bicknell,  when  living,  was  one  of  the  leading 
educators  of  that  State. 

"  I  noted,  when  the  President  was  delivering  his  ad- 
dress, that  he  failed  to  mention  Bicknells  who  had  occu- 
pied the  editorial  chair.  This  is  unquestionably  due  to 
his  modesty;  but  we  should  remember  that  for  a  long 
number  of  years  he  was  a  prominent  and  successful  ed- 
itor, and  still  vigorously  follows  literary  work. 

"Art  has  had  two  very  able  disciples  in  Albion  H. 
Bicknell,  the  painter,  and  Harry  W.  Bicknell,  the  etcher. 
Both  these  men  have  attained  national  reputation  in  their 
walks  of  life. 

"The  ministry  seems  to  have  had  a  fascination  for 
quite  a  number  of  the  members  of  our  family.  We  can 
listen  to  the  preaching  of  Baptists,  Congregationalists, 
Christian  Scientists,  and  Universalists,  by  those  who  bear 
our  name,  and  each  in  his  own  particular  denomination 
has  achieved  a  goodly  reputation.  Upon  occasions  like 
this,  however,  they  all  come  together,  and  it  does  not 
seem,  after  all,  as  if  denominations  were  so   far  apart. 

"While,  because  of  the  smallness  of  the  Bicknell 
family,  we  do  not  and  can  not  expect  to  find  a  great 
number  of  them  attaining  prominence,  yet  if  we  compare 
them  with  other  families,  according  to  our  numbers,  I 
think  that  it  can  be  safely  said  that  we  show  up  extremely 
well  in  comparison.    At  least,  it  is  practically  certain  that 
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every  member  of  the  family  will  do  the  best  that  he  can 
to  bring  credit  to  our  name  and  do  as  much  as  possible 
for  the  community  in  which  he  happens  to  live." 


The  music  for  the  occasion  was  arranged  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  A.  Sidelinger,  of  North  Weymouth,  and  Mr.  Anson 

F.  Bicknell,  of  Hingham.     "Auld  Lang  Syne,"  "Amer- 
ica," and  other  hymns  were  sung,  and  Mr.  Anson  F.  Bick- 

.nell,  who  was  made  blind  by  injuries  received  in  the  Civil 
War,  sang  with  strong  feeling  and  effect  two  solos,  which 
were  thoroughly  appreciated  and  applauded.  Other  and 
brief  addresses  were  made  by  Hon.  Ellery  Bicknell  Crane 
on  our  family  name  and  crest,  and  by  Dr.  Emma  Bicknell 
Culbertson  on  her  branch  of  the  family,  including  the 
Bicknells  of  New  Albany  and  of  New  York  City,  de- 
scended from  Thomas  of  Attleboro.  Both  papers  will  be 
revised  for  our  family  history. 

The  afternoon  was  all  too  short  for  all  that  we  had 
to  say  and  do,  and  it  was  decided  to  hold  the  next  fam- 
ily meeting  at  Weymouth  next  summer.  Our  brother, 
Anson  F.,  sang  the  closing  hymn,  and  our  Association 
adjourned  and  separated  regretfully. 

ANSON    E.    BICKNELL,    OUR   BLTND    SINGER. 

What  was  our  sad  surprise,  on  the  morning  of  Feb- 
ruary 23,  to  read  in  the  papers  that  our  brother  Anson, 
our  blind  singer,  did  not  reach  his  home  in  Hingham 
alive.  Accompanied  by  his  devoted  wife,  two  daughters 
and  a  son-in-law,  he -took  the  train  for  home,  was  taken 
ill  on  the  short  trip,  and  died  in  the  railroad  station  at 
Hingham  of  heart  failure.  Our  family  heard  his  Swan 
Song,  the  last  for  "The  Blind  Singer  of  Hingham." 

Mr.  Bicknell  was  born  in  Weymouth  September  3, 
1847.  He  saw  service  in  the  Civil  War  as  a  member  of 
Company  B,  Forty-third  Massachusetts  Infantry,  and  in 
Company  G,  Fourth  Massachusetts  Heavy  Artillery.  For 
several  years  after  the  war  he  conducted  a  bakery  in 
Hingham.  Of  late  years  he  had  been  well  known  in  Nor- 
folk and  Plymouth  County  musical  circles  as  "The  Blind 
Singer,"  being  a  favorite  at  patriotic  celebrations   and 

G.  A.  R.  campfires. 

He  was  a  member  of  Post  58,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Wey- 
mouth, and  Old  Colony  Lodge  of  Masons  of  Hingham. 
Besides  his  wife,  he  leaves  two  daughters.  Mrs.  Charles 
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I.  Litchfield,  of  Boston,  and  Miss  Olive  Viola  Bicknell, 
a  teacher  in  the  Quincy  schools. 

The  Family  Association  sent  a  beautiful  floral  wreath 
for  his  casket  on  the  day  of  his  funeral,  Saturday,  Feb- 
ruary 25,  191 1. 


OUR  NEXT  REUNION. 
The  Executive  Committee,  at  a  recent  meeting,  de- 
cided to  name  Saturday,  June  10,  as  the  time  and  North 
Weymouth,  Mass.,  as  the  place  for  our  next  family  meet- 
ing. Meet  at  North  Weymouth  at  the  John  Bicknell 
homestead  at  1.0:30  a.m.  Take  basket  lunch.  Program 
later. 


The  committee  also  instructed  the  Treasurer  to  send 
notices  to  invite  all  of  the  family  to  contribute  one  dollar 
each  as  a  membership  fee  in  the  Association, — all  Bick- 
nells  by  name  or  blood  being  members. 


Price  of  Proceedings. — Single  copies,  15  cents;  two 
copies,  25  cents;  five  copies,  50  cents;  ten  copies,  $1.00. 

For  Proceedings  address  Mr.  B.  H.  Bicknell,  Treas- 
urer, 104  Warren  Street,  Brighton,  Mass. 


AULD  LANG  SYNE. 

His  last  song,  as  sung  by  Anson  F.  Bicknell  at  the  Bick- 
nell Reunion,  February  22. 

Should  auld  acquaintance  be  forgot 

And  never  brought  to  mind, 
Should  auld  acquaintance  be  forgot 

In  days  of  auld  lang  syne? 
For  auld  lang  syne  we  meet  (to-night)   to-day, 

For  auld  lang  syne 
To  sing  the  songs  our  fathers  sang 

In  days  of  auld  lang  syne. 

We've  passed  through  many  varied  years 

Since  youth's  unclouded  day, 
And  friends,  and  hopes,  and  happy  dreams 

Time's  hand  hath  swept  away ; 
And  voices  that  once  joined  with  ours 

In  days  of  auld  lang  syne 
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Are  silent  now,  and  blend  no  more 
In  songs  of  auld  lang  syne. 

But  when  we  cross  the  sea  of  life 

And  reach  the  heavenly  shore, 
We'll  sing  the  songs  our  fathers  sang. 

Transcending  those  of  yore ; 
We'll  meet  to  sing  diviner  strains 

Than  those  of  auld  lang  syne, 
Immortal  songs  of  praise  unknown 

In  days  of  auld  lang  syne. 
Within  an  hour  after  singing  the  hymn,  Mr.  Bicknell 
had  "crossed  the  bar." 


THE  BICKNELL  FAMILY  GENEALOGY. 
President  Bicknell  stated  that  he  had  received  the  val- 
uable genealogical  material  so  carefully  prepared  by  our 
late  family  Historian,  Quincy  Bicknell,  Esq.,  of  Hingham, 
Mass.  With  the  additions  he  was  making  and  expected, 
he  thought  the  volume  could  be  included  in  four  hundred 
octavo  pages,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  ten  dollars  per  copy. 
He  hoped  that  at  least  one  hundred  pages  additional  of 
portraits  would  be  furnished  by  members  of  the  family 
as  memorials  of  their  own  families'  friends. 

PRICES   ARRANGED    FOR    PORTRAITS. 

Full-page  portraits $9  oo 

Two  portraits  on  one  page 1 1  00 

Three  portraits  on  one  page 13  00 

Four  portraits  on  one  page 15  00 

As  portraits,  in  permanent  family  histories,  outlast  all 
other  memorials  of  friends,  it  is  desirable  to  insert  as 
many  as  possible  as  witnesses  of  the  strong  men  and 
women  of  our  family.  To-day  we  would  give  our  treas- 
ures for  pictures  of  Zachary,  Agnes  and  John,  our  first 
family.  What  money  value  may  be  attached  to  one  hun- 
dred pages  of  portraits,  now  at  our  command,  after  three 
centuries  and  more  having  passed  ?  All  gravestones  and 
monuments  may  crumble  and  be  destroyed.  The  pictured 
pages  will  outlast  all  other  records. 

The  Association  voted  to  aid  the  President  in  the 
publication  of  the  Bicknell  Family  Genealogy,  both  in 
securing  material  and  in  obtaining  subscriptions. 
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